THE VICTORIANS AND  AFTER
poorer quarters of the towns, sent a shudder through their readers*
The Chartist movement, although five of its once notorious Six Points, are to-day part and parcel of our electoral system, failed By 1848, although a march on London \vas that year staged it once more frightened Whitehall out of its wits, and the town houses of the great were barncaded and abandoned to the care of the servants, Chartism was dead, it was only its corpse which passed along the streets
The reasons for the disintegration of the movement are to be found in its divergent elements On the one side were the skilled craftsmen of the London Workmgmen's Association, and the textile workers of the northern factories On another stood the semi-socialist pioneers of Robert Owen's New Model World, who would find their panacea in the Cooperative movement On another were the representatives of the obsolescent trades, asking nothing better than to return to the eighteenth century, the domestic craftsmen, handloom weavers and stocking-frame knitters, earning, maybe, as low as 43 6d or 53 a week a family, doomed to vanish from the economic field Or, other reactionaries, the disciples of Cobbett, who looked to refound an idyllic patriarchal peasant society Such were some of the diverse elements temporarily allied in a movement of the working classes as a whole
Alone this diversity of aim would not have caused the failure But after 1844 conditions changed The boom In the new-fangled railways relieved the pressure of unemployment, skilled and unskilled labour was in demand Some progressive groups abandoned politics for self-improvement in the Mechanics' Institutes, while others involved themselves in the more material Ten Hour Movement Both deserted the adherents of a bygone age to political disappointment and slow death*
Moreover, at least some sections were distracted by preachers no less vociferous and infinitely more materialist than the leaders of the Chartists. The Anti-Corn Law League, under Cobden and Bnght, from 1838-46, the date of the Repeal of the Corn Laws, was at least as energetic in
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